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The mission of The Nature Conservancy

is to conserve the lands and waters on

which all life depends.

Who We Are
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Future Forest NYC Projects

Photo credit: Jonathan Grassi

• State of the Urban Forest in NYC Report

• NYC Urban Forest Task Force → Forest for All NYC

• NYC Urban Forest Agenda

• Stewardship
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Chapter Description

1: Introduction Overall description of the urban forest and the report

2: Distribution and Biophysical 
Status

Distribution of trees and their canopy through time, drivers of change, 
and general health of the resource

3: Benefits Description of benefits provided by the urban forest

4: Equity and Environmental 
Justice

Analysis of the urban forest and socioeconomic variables

5: Public Policy Review of current policies relevant to the urban forest

6: Funding Review of recent funding available for the urban forest

7: Management and Stewardship Characterization of management of urban forest

8: Attitudes Review of attitudes of NYC residents

9: Strengths, Challenges and 
Opportunities

Summary and ways forward to expand and protect the urban forest



Key Take-Aways

• Expanding and Generally Healthy

• Increases in street trees & canopy

• Healthy size & species composition

• Substantial benefits provided

• Numerous committed actors and 

institutions 

• 53.5% of canopy is in NYC Parks’ 

jurisdiction with robust management 

and stewardship, and some 

protections

• Remainder (mostly private) has few 

protections and limited management

• Inequitable distribution

• Patchwork policy

• Insufficient and unstable funding

• Persistent threats, including climate change 8

Photo credit: iStock.com/PM10
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Today we’ll share…

• Urban Forest: What is it? Why does it matter in NYC?

• Key takeaways in detail

• Strengths, challenges and opportunities
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“The urban forest of New York City includes 

over 7 million trees,  as well as the physical 

and social infrastructure that supports 

them.”

Photo credit: iStock.com/James Andrews



Urban Forest Benefits
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Tree Canopy Distribution 2017
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Jurisdiction of Land and Tree Canopy
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Net Change In Tree Canopy 2010-2017
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Canopy Change
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• Up to 86.83% of growth since 2010 

occurred on the periphery of existing 

canopy

• 13.17% of growth was disjunct, 

assume its new tree plantings

• Natural regeneration
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Healthy Size Distribution
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Street Trees in Staten Island

Data source: street tree size distribution derived from 2015-2016 Street Tree Census (NYC Parks)



Healthy Species Composition
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Most Common Landscaped 

Park Trees on City Parkland



Tree Canopy Distribution 2017
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Vegetation and Temperature
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Unequal Distribution
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Tree Canopy Heat Vulnerability Index Social Vulnerability Index
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Canopy Cover and Income

Street Tree Stocking Rate and 

Social Vulnerability



History of Redlining
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Recent Progress
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Diversity of
Policies
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NYC Parks Jurisdiction
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Special Purpose Districts
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Insufficient Funding
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Insecure Funding
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Private Sources of Funding

30

A limited list...

• Crowdsourcing

• Partnerships for Parks

• MillionTreesNYC example –

New York Restoration Project 

raised $30 million for plantings



Complex Landscape of Management
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NYC Parks Management
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Photo by Natural Areas Conservancy

Photo by Lilian Przedecki
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Stewardship



Environmental Stewardship Groups
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People Like Trees and Nature
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An Engaged Public
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What We Don't Know
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Today we’ll share…

• Urban Forest: What is it? Why does it matter in NYC?

• Key takeaways in detail

• Strengths, challenges and opportunities



Strengths
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• A healthy and expanding 

forest with many kinds of 

trees

• Diverse people and 

institutions steward the 

urban forest

• Strong NYC Parks 

leadership

• Expansion opportunities

Photo by iStock.com/Terraxplorer



Challenges
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• Inequitable distribution of 

urban forest

• Patchwork of policies 

• Insufficient and insecure 

funding

• Limited knowledge of  

NYC residents’ attitudes

• Climate change

• Pests and diseases

Photo by NYC Department of Parks and Recreation



Urban Forest Agenda
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Questions?

Photo by Diane Cook and Len Jenshel


