
Developing a global 
alliance for urban nature

Head of Urban Alliance, Russell Galt
8 June 2021



“A just world that values and conserves nature.”
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Create a platform for debate and knowledge exchange

Catalyze new projects and partnerships for greener cities

Develop an Urban Nature Index to measure change and drive action

Nature is thriving in 
urban areas across 
the world and 
providing solutions 
to multiple 
environmental, social 
and economic 
challenges.



Governance of the IUCN Urban Alliance

Secretariat
• Luc Bas
• Thomas Brooks
• Chantal van Ham
• Ines Hernandez
• Russell Galt

Strategic Board
• Jonny Hughes (Chair)
• Angela Andrade
• John Robinson
• Kathy MacKinnon
• Kobie Brand
• Luc Bas
• Pengfei Xie
• Sean Southey

Founding Members
• A Rocha
• Canadian Wildlife Federation
• CEC
• CEM – Urban Ecosystem Specialist Group
• Center for Humans and Nature
• DKM Foundation
• Earth Watch
• Fundación para el Ecodesarrollo y la Conservación

(FUNDAECO)
• Fundação Vitória Amazônica (FVA)
• ICLEI – Local Governments for Sustainability
• Lilongwe Wildlife Trust
• Lincoln Park Zoo
• Naturalis Biodiversity Centre
• The Nature Conservancy (TNC)
• The Scottish Wildlife Trust
• WCPA – Urban Conservation Strategies Group
• Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS)
• World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF)

Technical Expert Group
• Jonny Hughes
• Russell Galt
• Nikara Mahedeo
• Jennie Moore
• Rob McDonald
• Thomas Brooks
• Jennifer Pierce
• Weiqi Zhou
• Peter Frost
• Lena Chan
• Julie Dewar
• Adeniran Akanni
• Peter Massini
• Alessandra Peres

Project Board
• Jonny Hughes
• Chantal van Ham
• Thomas Brooks
• Jo Pike



www.iucnurban.org

http://www.iucnurban.org/


https://panorama.solutions

https://panorama.solutions/


© The Greater Cape Town Water Fund



© Metropolitan Intercity Railway Company



© Christoph Theisinger



© Rob Flavel



© DKM



IUCN Contributions for Nature platform
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Urban Nature Index

Urban

Global

Regional

Addressing three spheres of impact



Urban Nature Index
Draft set of indicator topics



Consultation with 25 cities

Prioritisation of indicators

Testing in 5 pilot cities

Mobilizing PANORAMA Solutions

Integration into IUCN Contributions for Nature platform

Launch on 3 Sep. 2021 at IUCN Congress

Urban Nature Index
Development timeline
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Manifesto for Ecological Urbanism



Living cities: a series of experimental 
short films exploring the theme of 
ecological urbanism



© Scott Hunter and Ana Parrodi
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https://iucncongress2020.org/programme/iucn-local-action-summit

https://iucncongress2020.org/programme/iucn-local-action-summit






Urban Planet Pavilion



Urban Planet Pavilion, 4-9 Sep. 2021

Aims
• Educate and inspire the conservation 

community to proactively engage in 
shaping our collective urban future;

• Educate and inspire city leaders and 
decision-makers to recognise the 
value of nature and its potential for 
addressing urban challenges; and

• Catalyse new projects and 
partnerships for greener cities. 
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